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*»lCj:y, ^TlCfHtt<7)*0^^<b:LTT8HCDjiy^St*4o As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 



My residence, post office address and citizenship are as 
stated next to my name, 



I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled: 



STAIRCASE 



the specification of which is attached hereto unless the 
following box is checked: 



_*_E_Blz1fe]EL 



□ was filed on December 28, 2001 

PCT International Application Number 
PCT/JP02/13347 and was amended on 



I hereby state I have reviewed and understand the contents of 
the above identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 



ft(*,*Haft»35»Z»^# % » 119(aMd)ftfc«lM** 365(b) 

&\z±&ftmmmmvm*m<Dmjim* jL\tm 365(a)ftr=<»:«* 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is 
material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations § 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States 
Code, Section 119 (aHd) or 365(b) of any foreign 
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of 
any PCT International application which designated at least 
one country other than the United States listed below and 
have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign 
application for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT 
International application having a filing date before that of the 
application on which priority is claimed. 
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Prior Foreign ApplicationCs) 




Priority Not Claimed 


2001-400273 


Japan 


December 28, 2001 □ 


(Number) 
<»») 


(Country) 

(a*) 




2002-108899 


JaDan 


April 11. 2002 □ 


(Number) 
<»#) 


(Country) 

ca«) 


(WBi*MiB) 


2002-126306 


Japan 


April 26. 2002 □ 


(Number) 


(Country) 

(B«) 


(ttSK^flB) 


2002-157997 


Japan 


May 30. 2002 □ 


(Number) 
(»#) 


(Country) 

(B«) 




2002-255928 


Japan 


August 30, 2002 □ 


(Number) 
(»#) 


(Country) 

(B«) 




2002-256009 


Japan 


August 30. 2002 □ 


(Number) 
(*#) 


(Country) 

ca«) 




2002-292786 


Japan 


October 4. 2002 □ 


(Number) 

(*#) 


(Country) 

(H«) 


(ttSil*MB) 


2002-314268 


Japan 


October 29. 2002 □ 


(Number) 
(S#) 


(Country) 
(H«) 


(fflJSB^B) 


IM*» #H&&Sr35«§m 11«e)*l=*-3lvC, mTlcIEKO)*!] 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) 
listed below 


(Application No.) 
(U1IB*#) 


(Filing Date) 
(til SIB) 


(Application No.) (Filing Date) 

(miss^) (ffisiB) 


SBU X. *ffiIS<D&gi#(0±ISrt©A<#a5£|*ig35iISB 112 ^fe 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code 
Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 365(c) of 
any PCT International application designating the United 
States, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each 


■»ta»=BB*4*fCl^j:i*IBy, a#B«W5£m37^m 1.56 &IC 


of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
United States or PCT International application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States 
Code, Section 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose 




information which is material to patentability as defined in 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1.56 which 
became available between the filing date of the prior 
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application and the national or PCT International filing date of 
this application. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(fcHSlH) 



(Application No.) 

(assist) 



(Filing Date) 

(miss) 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 
(Si;*: ftl*j&,«B=KiifcS13l) 



nismom 1001 ^iz^^mmz^mBM^mm^M^L 
^itffls^ic»Lrffd^ic^T0#a±&i;/xi*#a±$* 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of 
the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 

POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby 
appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected therewith (list name and 
registration number). 



Send Correspondence to: •Sizt'M'Ste 
I hereby appoint the firm of Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P., Customer Numbe^32295) including as principal attorneys: 



Douglas H. Goldhush 
Dinnatia J. Doster 
Mark A. Sockol 
David B. Abel 
David Rogers 



Reg. No. 3£125 
Reg. No. 45,268 
Reg. No. 40.823 
Reg. No. 32,39 4 
Reg. No. 3S.2S2 



Kevin F. Turner 
Hermes M. Soyez 
Cameron Kerrigan 
Nathan Lane 
Stuart A. Whittington 



Reg. No. 43,437 
Reg. No. 45,852 
Reg. No. 44.32 6 
Reg. No. 43.73 8 
Reg. No . 45.215 
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Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 



Please direct all communications to the following address: 




SQUIRE. SANDERS & DEMPSEY L LP. 

PTO/SB/106 U 
Approved for use through 10/31/02 OMB 0651-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Tel: (703) 720-7800; Fax: (703) 720-7802 





i-oo 


Full name of first inventor 
Tsuvoshi NISHIMOTO 






Inventor's signature \ Date C >/ 




Residence 

Tokvja- Japan <5P)L> 


SI if 


Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o SHIN NIKKEI COMPANY, LTD. 

11-1, Osaki 1-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 141-0032, Japan 






OrCO 


Full name of second joint inventor, if any 
Norihiro A RF 






inventor's signature Date 




Residence ' 

Xokyo,. .Japan <,TPXL 


mm 


Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o SHIN NIKKEI COMPANY, LTD. 

11-1, Osaki 1-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 141-0032, Japan 





3<0 


Full name of third inventor 

Akio MATSUNAGA. 






Inventor's signature - Date 




Residence 

Shizupka. Japan fTPX . 


■ft 


Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIKKEI RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 
NIPPON UGHT METAL COMPANY, LTD. 

34-1, Kambara 1-chome, Kambara-cho, Ihara-gun, Shizuoka 421- 
3203, Japan 



Page 4 of 6 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



If i 



Req'dPCT/PTO 25 JUN 2004 



Japanese Language Declaration 







Full name of forth joint inventor, if any 
Kiyofumi TANAKA 






Forth inventor's signature Date . , 

^ -3:. 5 - 2/& 




Residence 

Shiz.upka. Japan CTPtf 




Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIKKEI RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 
NIPPON UGHT METAL COMPANY, LTD. 

34-1, Kambara 1-chome, Kambara-cho, Ihara-gun, Shizuoka 421- 
3203, Japan 






5-00 


Full name of fifth inventor 
Kunio IDENO 






Inventor's signature Date 




Residence 

Tokyo, Japan CTP)C 


HH 


Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIPPON LIGHT METAL COMPANY, LTD. 

2-20, Higashi-shinagawa 2-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 140-8628, 
Japan 




BASSES* 


6-00 


Full name of sixth joint inventor, if any 
^hiffftm MAITOU 






inventor's signature Date 




Residence 

Tokyo, Japan <3P)C 


bus 


Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIPPON LIGHT METAL COMPANY, LTD. 

2-20, Higashi-shinagawa 2-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 140- 

8628 Japan 





n-co 


Full name of seventh inventor 
Hiroshi HORIKAWA_ 




an 


Inventor's signature Date 

■tML in ¥*z z*>V; t. ^ 




Residence 

Shizuoka. Japan CJPX- < k 




Citizenship ^ 
Japanese 


S8?fi5feiiBf 




Post Office Address 

c/o NIKKEI RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 
NIPPON LIGHT METAL COMPANY, LTD. 

34-1, Kambara 1-chome, Kambara-cho, Ihara-gun, Shizuoka 421- 
3203, Japan 
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£-00 


Full name of eighth joint inventor, if any 
Hiroshi SHIINA- 






inventor's signature _ Date „ 




Residence 

Tokvo T Japan CTP?C 


mm 


Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o KABUSHIKI KAISHA S.D. SEKKEI 

1-25 t Chuo 3-chome, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0011, Japan 








Full name of ninth inventor 
Tsunehiro HASEGAWA 






Inventor's signature ,dn v Date * / 




Residence / ! f 
Tokyo. Japan CTRC, 




Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o KABUSHIKI KAISHA S.D. SEKKEI 

1-25, Chuo 3-chome, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0011, Japan 






/o-oo 


Full name of tenth joint inventor, if any 
Hidekazu NAGAHASHI 




Btt 


inventory signature _ Date . 

-Km Aft* zoH. 




Residence 

Tokvo. Japan CTR)C 




Citizenship 
Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIKKEI RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
NIPPON UGHT METAL COMPANY, LTD. 

34-1, Kambara 1-chome, Kambara-cho, Ihara-gun, Shizuoka 421- 
3203, Japan 
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